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A VISIT TO THE HOME OF A CATHOLIC NOVELIST 

T HE author of " Robert Kimberly " 
does not look like a literary man. 
There is nothing unkempt nor care
less nor dreamy about him. You 

might mistake him for the man of business 
that he was some fifteen years ago, so well 
groomed and capable looking is he ; and his 
books reflect his personality. The great 
reading public fosters an idea that a man 
gifted in letters is nothing less than an in
fant in financial affairs. It may upset their 
system of things to know that Mr. Spear
man was once a successful banker. He 
would be successful at anything he under
t ook, for he possesses the two elements nec
essary for the achieving of success. The 
first is the capacity for taking infinite pains. 
This is not the definition of genius; it is 
only the formula for success. The second 
element is his power of concentration. He 
puts his whole mind and heart into what 
he is writing. It is small wonder that his 
books are read so eagerly by the various 
classes of the intelligent reading public. 

Mr. Frank H. Spearman lives in Evan
ston, just north of Chicago. He chose it 
for its quietness and beauty, and because 
he loves the country. At heart he is a 
recluse, in spite of the limelight that is so 
often focused upon him. 

"Writers are always yearning for retire
ment," said he. " I get it here. I detest 
the confusion of the city. I really believe I 
have not been in Chicago four nights in 
three years." 

He rarely accepts an invitation to the 
many dinners and events that society and 
clubdom shower upon him. If he did his 
work would suffer, and with him his work 
comes first. 

He was past thirty when he began to 
write, and then he did not start in writing 
fiction. Nor did he possess the preparation 
that so many people of mediocre ideals 
deem essential in the life of an artist. He 
never wasted his time clipping into the fol
lies of Bohemianism. He worked instead. 
He has achieved art. Bohemians talk art 
but achieve nothing. 

Mr. Spearman had always wanted to write. 
Long ago he conceived certain definite ideas 
about life, and they were very clearly de
fined ideas. Christianity is his viewpoint of 
life. It is his philosophy; and, of course, 
the higher the philosophy the 
greater the height one can 
attain with his art. He 
measures all things by the 
standard of Christian phi
losophy. With it for a guide 
he arrives at a true value of 
things. Christian philosophy 
informs the work of an artist. 
It permeates it. '' The ad
vice I would give to a young 
Catholic writer," he said, re
cently, "is this: Saturate 
vourself with Catholicitv. 
The one great gift I would 
confer upon any writer, no 
matter what his endowments, 
is a thorough understanding 
of Christianity, and by that I 
mean of the Catholic Faith." ' 

" Ground yourself," said 
he to a young writer once, 
·· in its doctrines, for only a 
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Catholic can view life from the mountain 
tops.'' The reason he did not start his liter
ary career earlier is a good one. Circum
stances did not permit it. They were busy 
fashioning its solid foundation and putting 
him through a preparatory course. 

Mr. Spearman has lived life. He has 
been an observant witness to many different 
scenes on the stage of the world. He knows 

MR. SPEARMAN'S HOME IN EVANSTON, ILL. 

the life of the western plains and moun
tains, and he is welcomed into the cultured 
circles of scholars. The drawing-rooms of 
the great ones in America are open to him, 
but he is not a society man in the accepted 
term. He loves people, otherwise he would 
never understand them as he does, and peo
ple like him. But his time is for his work, 
for above all he is a worker and a very 
simple gentleman. 

In 1884 he married Miss Eugenie Loner
gan, the daughter of a pioneer merchant 
of Chicago. His wife has been the great 
influence in his life. " I came into the 
Church," he has beautifully written, "cling
ing to the hand of a woman "-and the 
woman . is his wife. Two years after his 
marriage the family moved to McCook, 
Nebraska, in the hope that Mr. Spearman 
would regain health he impaired by over
work. There he opened a bank. In that 
business he met and became intimately ac-

THE AUTHOR OF "ROBERT KIMBERLY," IN HIS HOME 

quaintecl with many high-class business men 
-Easterners, with interests in the \o\' est, 
and others high up in the world of finance. 
The insight that he was able to acquire of 
the character of· these men proved of won
derful value to him in his literary wo1k of 
later years. He does not get his characters 
out of the books .in his library. His pages 
breathe of actual experience with the men 
and things of which he writes. "Romantic 
realism " is the phrase of his best critic, and 
it best describes the work of the man. 

It is an article of his literary creed not to 
write anything of which he does not know. 
He has experienced everything of which he 
writes-not directly, perhaps-nor exactly 
as he writes it, but every situation has its 
germ of life. 

There is really no personality in fiction 
that impresses itself on you unless there is 
a real personality behind it. And his \\"orks 
will endure because they are correct pictures 
of our own life and times; he is true to 
human nature and things as he sees them. 

McCook, Nebraska, was a railroad town 
and full of railroad men, and their bluff 
honesty struck a sympathetic chord. He 
began by admiring them, and they grew on 
him and crept into his imagination deeper 
than he knew. And in 18g4, when with his 
wife and children he returned to live iri 
Chicago, these railroad men, unknm~·n to 
himself, returned with him. 

One day he found himself writing a story, 
or probably the story wrote itself. " The 
~erve of Foley" he called it, and the tale 
was as good as the name. :Nir. Spearman 
had found himself. He had come into his 
own. 

" The ?\ erve of Foley '' was a wonderful 
success, and a short time after its publica
tion McClure's Jl!I aga:::ine sent him an order 
for ten short railroad stories fashioned 
along the same lines. And all the little in
cidents that he had forgotten he had ever 
witnessed came back to him and. he wove 
them together into stories. One after 
another of them went out to McClu re's, 
until nine were completed. Then ideas seem 
to have flown from his mind. The tenth 
would not be written. 

His wife wept into his study one day. n 
a sheet of paper before him in big charac
ters was written the title: ·• Jimmy, the 

Wind." 
" That's an odd name, 

commented his wife. " vVhat's 
the story to be about? " 

" That's just what I'm 
wondering," replied her hus
band. '' I really haven't the 

.slightest idea yet." She left 
the room, because she offers 
no suggestions. Her help lies 
in her sympathy. She has a 
fear of wet-blanketing his in
spirations. Mr. Spearman 
worked on "Jimmy, t h e 
Wind " and developed it. Per
haps it was chance, perhaps 
because he put the most 
energy into the creation of 
this short story. At any rate 
it proved the great hit of the 
series. Even " The Nerve of 
Foley" weakened beside it. 
Over a million copies of these 
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railroad stories have been circulated. They 
ha,·e been printed and reprinted in book$ 
and magazines and syndicated in metropoli
tan papers. They have been published in 
railroad time-tables and distributed through 
·· boiler-plate" editions. Also they have 
gi,·en many people the impression that l\Ir. 
Spearman at one time in his career must 
ha,·e been a train despatcher or an engi
neer, so realistic are they. 

Like all other artists, expression is his 
Clllbtant thought. X o labor is spared on 
hi:- \\'Ork, and each sentence, each paragraph 
i- gone over and reshaped until it ex
pre.:;ses as closely as possible his full 
thought. That accomplished, he is done 
,,·ith it. He does not polish the soul out 
"f his work. There is a wonderful balance 
t <• it because nothing is neglected. Nothing 
i- OYerdone. In this very painstaking labor 
li e~ the secret of the permanency of his 
, ,·ork. 

He works hard at his books and writes 
on!\' at one at a time, nor is he finished 
with a book until 
e\·ery sentence it 
contains is a living 
mirror of his 
thought. And even 
then, after the book 
comes out, he is for
e\·er seeing places 
,,. h e r e his work 
could be improved. 

tatement gave T\Ir. Spearman no thrill. 
Dut Charles Scribner's Sons accepter\ it. 
The literary adviser of the finn, and per
haps the ablest of living English-speaking 
literary critics, ::\Ir. \Villiam C. Brownell. 
advised its publication. 

The first year of its appearance only a 
few thousand copies were sold. But the 
next year the sales increased, and year after 
year more copies of " Doctor Dryson " 
found their way to the reading public, until 
last year the greatest number of volumes in 
the history of the book were sold. 

That was where the judgment of l\'Ir. 
Drownell came in. It took eleven years 
fully to justify it, but it is, in the end, well 
justified . 

Since the publication of "Doctor Dry
son," the house of Charles Scribner's Sons 
has brought out his books, and his relations 
with his publishers haYe been most pleasant. 
His is of an appreciative nature, and no one 
who collaborates with him fails to find this 
out. He likes his publishers. He likes the 

arti ts who · illus
trate his books. In 
the reception - room 
of his home hangs a 
picture which rvir. 
N. C. Wyeth painted 
for his great novel, 
" \Y h i s p e r i n g 
Smith," and in the 
drawing- room are 
hung two of the 
original paintings 
for " Robert Kim
berly," by James 
l\fontgomery Flagg. 

T h e wonderful 
sale his books haye 
experienced is quite 
enough proof that 
people want to know 
how things appear 
to him. The novel 
he considers in fic
tion the most per
manent form of art, 
,,·ith perhaps the ex
ception of the few 
classics in the short
story field. .H i s 
first novel, '' Doctor 
Bryson," was pub
lished eleven years 
ago. Its reception 

TWO OF MR. SPEARMAN'S SONS 

l\Ir. Spearman is 
a systematic worker. 
He does not depend 
upon inspirations 
that come to him at 
two o'clock in the 
morning, nor does 
he settle down to 
his work at midnight 
on an average of 
twice a week. Every 
morning, as nearly 
as possible, at nine 

was at first a disappointment that time has 
turned into a permanent success. It was 
not the first novel he had written, however, 
for before that time he wrote a complete 
novel for the simple purpose of " freeing 
his hand," as he expresses it. \i\ hen a man 
goes to such extremes in his doctrine of 
taking infinite pains, it is small wonder that 
the recognition of the merits of his work is 
almost universal. 

"Doctor Dryson ., was destined to enjoy 
the advantages of travel before it found a 
publisher. lVIr. Spearman put the work 
into the hands of a literary agent, who sent 
it to Harper & Drothers. They declined it. 
}IcCiure, Phiilips & Co. and D. Appleton 
& Co. likewise rejected it. Then the reader 
for Doubleday, Page & Co. asked to see the 
manuscript. l\!I r. Spearman's railroad sto
ries had impressed him favorably and he 
thought that he might discover merit in 
" Doctor Bryson." but his search was in 
yain , for he discerned nothing in it to war
rant his house in publishing it. Then came 
the Century Company's turn to reject it, 
and they took advantage of their turn. 

'· I"m going to try Charles Scribner's 
Sons," the agent remarked. 

In view of the accumulating failures, the 

o'clock he is at his table and he works until 
noon- never later. Then he is through for 
the day. 

The afternoon goes to golf. He main
tains this game is the best of all diversions. 
It affords exercise and fresh air, and re
\Vards one with an appetite. Also it fur
nishes him with an excellent excuse for 
going to bed early, and he is quick enough 
to make the most of it, for between nine 
and ten o'clock he retires. Thus his health 
is guarded for the sake of his work. He 
gets his reading in snatches, and he denies 
that he is a great reader. 

" It is always life, not books, that influ
ences one's writing," he says, "although my 
wife declares I am forever reading. If I 
am, it does not seem so to me. I can not 
read at night because my eyes would not 
stand it. 

" There are periods of the day when I 
put the people of my story out of my mind 
altogether. I might get tired of them: or, 
worse, they might get tired of me. Then, 
when I have refreshed myself, I come back 
to them again, and we are usually amiable .. , 

The germ of a story comes differently to 
most writers. To Frank H. Spearn1an his 

(Concluded on pare 28) 
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Looking 
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The choice of a table beverage fre

quently has much to do with the health 
and happiness of a family, not only the 
children, but grown-ups too. 

The New Food Drink 

INSTANT 
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is proving most satisfying and beneficial 
in homes where it has taken the place 
of coffee and tea which contain caffeine 
and other harmful ingredients. 

This new beverage requires 

No Boiling 
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the factory and reduced to a soluble 
powder. 

A level teaspoonful in a cup with 
hot water, and cream and sugar to taste, 
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instantly. . 
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grocer's name and 2-cent atamp 
for postage. 
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Pootum Cereal Company, Limited, 
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Canadian Pootum Cereal Co., Ltd. 
Windsor, Ontario. Canada 
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A VISIT TO THE HOME OF A 
CATHOLIC NOVELIST 

(Cot~dttded from page IJ ) 

novels first come in their climaxes ; then 
the situations that lead up to the high points 
develop. Mr. Spearman, like all other 
writers who have amounted to anything, 
knows his people. He permeates himself 
with a character until it becomes a part of 
him. 

' ' Robert Kimberly '' is the most Catholic 
of all his works, and to write it he put all 
things in the balance. He had established 
his place in the heart of the reading public. 
He had given them " Whispering Smith " 
and " The Daughter of a l\Iagnate," and 
they knew what to expect from him. But 
'' Robert Kimberly " was a departure. The 
writing of a distinctly Catholic novel by an 
author whose market, up to that time, was 
overwhelmingly secular, was a huge gamble. 
But Mr. Spearman tried it and succeeded in 
keeping his old friends and in creating hosts 
of new ones. 

The work of a man is only the reflection 
of his inner life, and the inner life of Mr. 
Spearman is predominantly Catholic. Cath
olicity is the real source of his inspiration. 

One forgets in talking to him that he is a 
great writer. He even forgets it himself, 
or, better, he has never learned it He has 
a trait that seldom thrives in the successful, 
and that is dissatisfaction with his work. 
Dissatisfaction is, after all, the best spur. 
Dissatisfaction is the mother of improve
ment. 

It is from the consideration of this very 
quality that the thought arises that the 
author of " Robert Kimberly ., will produce 
a still greater work. 

l\'Ir. Spearman knows life as it is lived in 
our day. He has his finger on the pulse of 
our sick humanity and knows well the rea
sons for its plague spots. And he knows the 
medicine that will cure our moral ills. He 
fulfills the great mission of a Catholic novel
ist, for he does not sin agait:tst the light. 
~fr. William C. Brownell has unconsciously 
epitomized the worth of his work in one of 
his great critiques. Speaking of " Robert 
Kimberly,'' he says : "One lays down the 
book with the conviction that he is a gen
uine contribution to literature." As a maker 
of literature, Mr. Spearman has come to 
. tay. 

JUST ONE MINUTE WITH THE 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Well, I've been crowded out from the promi
nent position I have hitherto occupied on the first 
page. The President of the Society, who is als't> 
Editor"in-Chief, wanted that page this month to 
extend E aster Greetings to the readers of EXTEN
SION l\Iagazine, and while he begins with a Greet
in~S, he ends, as usual, with an Appeal. But cer
tainly the Appeal is for a worthy purpose, and I 
was glad to relinquish my claim to the first page 
th is month, though, of course, it deprives me of 
the pleasure of a little chat with the readers of 
the Magazine. 

I can't say much more in this little space, be
yond announcing that the work · connected with 
the reading of all the articles received in the 
recent contest has at last been concluded, and that 
checks will be promptly sent to the prize-winners. 
The final word on thi s subj ect will be printed in 
the next issue. 

A SUGGESTION how you can help in the 
work of Church Extension. Send a new sub
scriber for ExTENSION Magazine. One dollar a 
year. 
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SOMETHING NEW IN CHURCHES
A MOTOR CHAPEL 

(Cot~cluded from page 9) 

that planned the entire construction. 
Every inch of space is utilized and serves 
some practical purpose. 

The dimensions of the car, when open, 
are 21 feet in length by 13 feet in width. 
The car is fitted with its own electric light 
system. The altar is of quarter-sawed oak. 
\i\Then the car is open the stained glass win
dows give to the sanctuary a pleasing eccle
siastical effect; heightened, moreover. hy a 
deep-green brussels carpet that covers the 
floor. A folding Confessional, a folding 
organ, and tubular bells and chimes, con ::.ti
tute part of the outfit. 

The car will carry a tent equipment, 
which, when erected, will comfortablY shel-
ter two hundred people. · 

The truck is of the Alco type, macl e by 
the American Locomotive Company. The 
construction of the body, or chapel proper, 
interior appointments and exterior attach-. 
ments , and the artistic embellishments, was 
entrusted by the American Locomotive
Company to Jacob Press Sons, of Chicago. 

The gross weight of the entire car and 
equipment approximates six tons. The 
cost of the entire l\Iotor Chapel and equip
ment can not be duplicated for less than 
$8,soo. 
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