
Timeline of Key Events 

1. 1803 Louisiana Purchase – Louisiana Territory is purchased by the United States. President 
Jefferson purchased this territory for $15 million from French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte.  
The purchase became a source of national pride and provided double the territory of the 
United States at that time. Louisiana came to represent opportunity.  

2. 1804 Lewis and Clark explore the Northwest – Lewis and Clark explored the territory and 
local tribes from Illinois through Washington. 

3. 1820 The Missouri Compromise – When Missouri was seeking admittance into the United 
States, a fierce debate occurred regarding whether it would enter as a slave state or free state. 
Ultimately, President Jefferson allowed Maine to separate from Massachusetts and enter the 
Union as a free state, and Missouri would enter as a slave state; thus, trying to equalize the 
number of free to slave states.  

4. 1838 Trail of Tears – Federal troops forcibly moved thousands of Cherokees from their 
native land to Indian Territory in eastern Oklahoma. Over 4,000 people died of starvation and 
disease. 

5. 1843 The Oregon Trail – Marcus Whitman was an integral figure in the Great Migration of 
1843, which had over 100 wagons and 5,000 head of cattle with a final destination of 
Willamette Valley in Oregon. 

6. 1843 Telegraph – The first telegraph message is sent in Baltimore, Maryland.  
7. 1863 Homestead Act in Nebraska – Homestead acquisition consisted of filing an application, 

Improving the land (by building and living on it), and filing for a deed of title. 
8. 1869 Railroad Act – The train eased some of the hardships faced by frontier settlers by 

creating ease of transportation for supplies and people. In 1869, the railroad was completed 
from the California Coast to the East Coast. The railroad proved to be an engineering marvel 
and an integral part of westward expansion.  


